THE CHALLENGE OF FACTS
thence arise. Industry, self-denial, and temperance
are the laws of prosperity for men and states; without
them advance in the arts and in wealth means only
corruption and decay through luxury and vice. With
them progress in the arts and increasing wealth are the
prime conditions of an advancing civilization which is
sound enough to endure. The power of the human race
to-day over the conditions of prosperous and happy
living are sufficient to banish poverty and misery if it
were not for folly and vice. The earth does not begin
to be populated up to its power to support population
on the present stage of the arts; if the United States
were as densely populated as the British Islands, we
should have 1,000,000,000 people here. If, therefore,
men were willing to set to work with energy and courage
to subdue the outlying parts of the earth, all might live
in plenty and prosperity. But if they insist on remain-
ing in the slums of great cities or on the borders of an
old society, and on a comparatively exhausted soil,
there is no device of economist or statesman which can
prevent them from falling victims to poverty and
misery or from succumbing in the competition of life
to those who have greater command of capital. The
socialist or philanthropist who nourishes them in their
situation and saves them from the distress of it is only
cultivating the distress which he pretends to cure.